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NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. at Grand
Canyon Hopi Point. In his remarks, he referred
to hiker Ann Weiler Walka, who introduced the
President; and Robert L. Arnberger, Super-
intendent, Grand Canyon National Park.

Proclamation 7263—Establishment
of the Agua Fria National Monument
January 11, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The windswept, grassy mesas and formi-

dable canyons of Agua Fria National Monu-
ment embrace an extraordinary array of sci-
entific and historic resources. The ancient
ruins within the monument, with their
breathtaking vistas and spectacular
petroglyphs, provide a link to the past, offer-
ing insights into the lives of the peoples who
once inhabited this part of the desert South-
west. The area’s architectural features and ar-
tifacts are tangible objects that can help re-
searchers reconstruct the human past. Such
objects and, more importantly, the spatial re-
lationships among them, provide outstanding
opportunities for archeologists to study the
way humans interacted with one another,
neighboring groups, and with the environ-
ment that sustained them in prehistoric
times.

The monument contains one of the most
significant systems of later prehistoric sites
in the American Southwest. Between A.D.
1250 and 1450, its pueblo communities were
populated by up to several thousand people.
During this time, many dwelling locations in
the Southwest were abandoned and groups
became aggregated in a relatively small num-
ber of densely populated areas. The monu-
ment encompasses one of the best examples
of these areas, containing important archeo-
logical evidence that is crucial to under-
standing the cultural, social, and economic
processes that accompanied this period of
significant change.

At least 450 prehistoric sites are known to
exist within the monument and there are
likely many more. There are at least four
major settlements within the area, including
Pueblo La Plata, Pueblo Pato, the Baby Can-

yon Ruin group, and the Lousy Canyon
group. These consist of clusters of stone-
masonry pueblos, some containing at least
100 rooms. These settlements are typically
situated at the edges of steep canyons, and
offer a panorama of ruins, distinctive rock
art panels, and visually spectacular settings.

Many intact petroglyph sites within the
monument contain rock art symbols pecked
into the surfaces of boulders and cliff faces.
The sites range from single designs on boul-
ders to cliffs covered with hundreds of geo-
metric and abstract symbols. Some of the
most impressive sites are associated with
major pueblos, such as Pueblo Pato.

The monument holds an extraordinary
record of prehistoric agricultural features, in-
cluding extensive terraces bounded by lines
of rocks and other types of landscape modi-
fications. The agricultural areas, as well as
other sites, reflect the skills of ancient resi-
dents at producing and obtaining food sup-
plies sufficient to sustain a population of sev-
eral thousand people.

The monument also contains historic sites
representing early Anglo-American history
through the 19th century, including rem-
nants of Basque sheep camps, historic mining
features, and military activities.

In addition to its rich record of human his-
tory, the monument contains other objects
of scientific interest. This expansive mosaic
of semi-desert grassland, cut by ribbons of
valuable riparian forest, is an outstanding bi-
ological resource. The diversity of vegetative
communities, topographical features, and
relative availability of water provide habitat
for a wide array of sensitive wildlife species,
including the lowland leopard frog, the Mexi-
can garter snake, the common black hawk,
and the desert tortoise. Other wildlife is
abundant and diverse, including pronghorn,
mule deer, and white-tail deer. Javelina,
mountain lions, small mammals, reptiles, am-
phibians, fish, and neotropical migratory
birds also inhabit the area. Elk and black bear
are present, but less abundant. Four species
of native fish, including the longfin dace, the
Gila mountain sucker, the Gila chub, and the
speckled dace, exist in the Agua Fria River
and its tributaries.

Section 2 of the Act of June 8, 1906 (34
Stat. 225, 16 U.S.C. 431) authorizes the



42 Jan. 11 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

President, in his discretion, to declare by
public proclamation historic landmarks, his-
toric and prehistoric structures, and other
objects of historic or scientific interest that
are situated upon the lands owned or con-
trolled by the Government of the United
States to be national monuments, and to re-
serve as a part thereof parcels of land, the
limits of which in all cases shall be confined
to the smallest area compatible with the
proper care and management of the objects
to be protected.

Whereas it appears that it would be in
the public interest to reserve such lands as
a national monument to be known as the
Agua Fria National Monument:

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by the authority vested in me by section 2
of the Act of June 8, 1906 (34 Stat. 225, 16
U.S.C. 431), do proclaim that there are here-
by set apart and reserved as the Agua Fria
National Monument, for the purpose of pro-
tecting the objects identified above, all lands
and interests in lands owned or controlled
by the United States within the boundaries
of the area described on the map entitled
‘‘Agua Fria National Monument’’ attached to
and forming a part of this proclamation. The
Federal land and interests in land reserved
consist of approximately 71,100 acres, which
is the smallest area compatible with the prop-
er care and management of the objects to
be protected.

For the purpose of protecting the objects
identified above, all motorized and mecha-
nized vehicle use off road will be prohibited,
except for emergency or authorized adminis-
trative purposes.

Nothing in this proclamation shall be
deemed to enlarge or diminish the jurisdic-
tion of the State of Arizona with respect to
fish and wildlife management.

The establishment of this monument is
subject to valid existing rights.

All Federal lands and interests in lands
within the boundaries of this monument are
hereby appropriated and withdrawn from all
forms of entry, location, selection, sale, leas-
ing, or other disposition under the public
land laws, including but not limited to with-
drawal from location, entry, and patent under

the mining laws, and from disposition under
all laws relating to mineral and geothermal
leasing, other than by exchange that furthers
the protective purposes of the monument.
Lands and interests in lands within the pro-
posed monument not owned by the United
States shall be reserved as a part of the
monument upon acquisition of title thereto
by the United States.

There is hereby reserved, as of the date
of this proclamation and subject to valid ex-
isting rights, a quantity of water sufficient to
fulfill the purposes for which this monument
is established. Nothing in this reservation
shall be construed as a relinquishment or re-
duction of any water use or rights reserved
or appropriated by the United States on or
before the date of this proclamation.

The Secretary of the Interior shall manage
the monument through the Bureau of Land
Management, pursuant to applicable legal
authorities, to implement the purposes of this
proclamation.

Laws, regulations, and policies followed by
the Bureau of Land Management in issuing
and administering grazing leases on all lands
under its jurisdiction shall continue to apply
with regard to the lands in the monument.

Nothing in this proclamation shall be
deemed to revoke any existing withdrawal,
reservation, or appropriation; however, the
national monument shall be the dominant
reservation.

Warning is hereby given to all unauthor-
ized persons not to appropriate, injure, de-
stroy, or remove any feature of this monu-
ment and not to locate or settle upon any
of the lands thereof.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eleventh day of January, in the
year of our Lord two thousand, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:45 a.m., January 14, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on January 18.
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Proclamation 7264—Establishment
of the California Coastal National
Monument
January 11, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The islands, rocks, and pinnacles of the

California Coastal National Monument over-
whelm the viewer, as white-capped waves
crash into the vertical cliffs or deeply
crevassed surge channels and frothy water
empties back into the ocean. Amidst that
beauty lies irreplaceable scientific values vital
to protecting the fragile ecosystems of the
California coastline. At land’s end, the is-
lands, rocks, exposed reefs, and pinnacles off
the coast above mean high tide provide ha-
vens for significant populations of sea mam-
mals and birds. They are part of a narrow
and important flight lane in the Pacific
Flyway, providing essential habitat for feed-
ing, perching, nesting, and shelter.

The California Coastal National Monu-
ment is a biological treasure. The thousands
of islands, rocks, exposed reefs, and pinnacles
are part of the nearshore ocean zone that
begins just off shore and ends at the bound-
ary between the continental shelf and conti-
nental slope. Waters of this zone are rich in
nutrients from upwelling currents and fresh-
water inflows, supporting a rich array of habi-
tats and organisms. Productive oceano-
graphic factors, such as major ocean currents,
stimulate critical biological productivity and
diversity in both nearshore and offshore
ocean waters.

The monument contains many geologic
formations that provide unique habitat for
biota. Wave action exerts a strong influence
on habitat distribution within the monument.
Beaches occur where wave action is light,
boulder fields occur in areas of greater wave
activity, and rocky outcroppings occur where
wave action is greatest. The pounding surf
within boulder fields and rocky shores often
creates small, but important, habitats known
as tidepools, which support creatures unique-
ly adapted for survival under such extreme
physical conditions. Although shoreline habi-
tats may appear distinct from those off shore,

they are dependent upon each other, with
vital and dynamic exchange of nutrients and
organisms being essential to maintaining
their healthy ecosystems. As part of Califor-
nia’s nearshore ocean zone, the monument
is rich in biodiversity and holds many species
of scientific interest that can be particularly
sensitive to disturbance.

The monument’s vegetative character var-
ies greatly. Larger rocks and islands contain
diverse growth. Dudleya, Atriplex-Baeria-
Rumex, mixed grass-herb, Polypodium,
Distichlis, ice plant, Synthyris-Poppy,
Eymus, Poa-Baeria, chapparal, and wetlands
vegetation are all present. Larger rocks and
islands contain a diverse blend of the vegeta-
tion types.

The monument provides feeding and nest-
ing habitat for an estimated 200,000 breeding
seabirds. Development on the mainland has
forced seabirds that once fed and nested in
the shoreline ecosystem to retreat to the
areas protected by the monument. Pelagic
seabird species inhabit salt or brackish water
environments for at least part of their annual
cycle and breed on offshore islands and
rocks. Gulls, the endangered California least
tern, the threatened brown pelican, and the
snowy plover, among countless others, all
feed on the vegetation and establish their
nests in the monument. Both bald eagles and
peregrine falcons are found within the monu-
ment.

The monument also provides forage and
breeding habitat for several mammal species.
Pinnipeds are abundant, including the
threatened southern sea otter and the Gua-
dalupe fur seal. The monument contains im-
portant shelter for male California sea lions
in the winter and breeding rookeries for
threatened northern (Steller) sea lions in the
spring.

Section 2 of the Act of June 8, 1906 (34
Stat. 225, 16 U.S.C. 431) authorizes the
President, in his discretion, to declare by
public proclamation historic landmarks, his-
toric and prehistoric structures, and other
objects of historic or scientific interest that
are situated upon the lands owned or con-
trolled by the Government of the United
States to be national monuments, and to re-
serve as a part thereof parcels of land, the
limits of which in all cases shall be confined


